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Message from the president, Dan Jeske: 

 

 

Dear Members, 
 

Greetings to all of you! This newsletter will bring you up-to-date on a variety of initiatives 
that the Executive Committee and the Council are undertaking to strengthen the visibility 
and offerings of our society.  I would like to describe a couple of fledgling ideas that won’t 
be addressed elsewhere in the Newsletter.   

 
First, some ISBIS members are working on a proposal for a new ISI Outreach Committee.  ISI 
Outreach committees develop activities, networks and promote and represent the ISI and 
its Associations in different regions.  Currently there are three outreach committees, and 
they are:  1) the ISI Central Eurasia Outreach Committee, 2) the ISI East Asian Outreach 
Committee, and 3) the ISI South East Asia Outreach Committee.  ISBIS members are aimed 
to propose a fourth committee named as the ISI South and West Asian Outreach Committee.  
The countries covered by this region tentatively include Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Iran, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Bahrain, Kuwait, Jordan and Sri Lanka.  If you are 
interested in helping with this proposal, please write to me and I will connect you with the 
ISBIS team that is working on putting it together. 

 
Second, I am interested to start an ISBIS member video blog.  What I mean by that is an 
invitation to all ISBIS members to record a 1-2 minute non-technical commentary on 
interesting topics.   For example, consider what you might have to say about the following 
topics:  1) Your vision of the future of statistics, 2) Advice you would offer to graduating 



students, 3) Your thoughts about online learning environments, 4) Your experiences 
attending virtual conferences, 5) Why you enjoy being an ISBIS member, 6) Your thoughts 
about life in academia.  The invitation to you is to record a 1-2 minute commentary on topics 
such as this.  Send your recording to me (daniel.jeske@ucr.edu) and I will take care of getting 
it on our website for all the members to hear. This initiative, if we get good participation, 
will build community within our membership. Let’s do it, we all have something to say! I 
look forward to receiving your contribution and getting to know you that way. 

 
There is a lot of rich content in the newsletter, and I hope it will inspire you to be excited 
about what ISBIS can offer you. 

 

Sincerely, 

Daniel Jeske (daniel.jeske@ucr.edu) 

Professor and Vice Provost 

University of California, Riverside, USA 

President of ISBIS 
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ISBIS 2022 Conference Update from VP of Scientific Programs, Matilde Bini: 

 
 

The ISBIS CONFERENCE 2022 on “Statistics and Data Science in Business and Industry” was 
held at University of Napoli Federico II in Naples June 20-21, 2022. A special thanks to the 
local organizing committee, including Professor Biagio Palumbo, for supporting ISBIS in 
planning this successful conference, and everybody who participated in this event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A total of 86 participants from twelve different countries attended the conference. You can 
find the book of abstracts here: http://isbis2022.dii.unina.it/programme.  
 

 
Matilde Bini (Matilde.Bini@unier.it) 
Vice President (Scientific Programs) 

http://isbis2022.dii.unina.it/
http://isbis2022.dii.unina.it/programme
mailto:Matilde.Bini@unier.it


Workshop on Common Errors in Statistical Studies Update (Hamedan, Iran - Feb 2022)  
 
The Workshop on common errors in statistical studies was Virtually held on 24th February 
and March 3rd 2022 in Hamedan, Iran. This event was jointly organized by Amar Gostaran 
Nikoopardaz Alvand (AGNA), along with Bu-Ali Sina University, by Iranian Statistical Society, 
Actuarial Society of Iran, and by ISBIS under ISI. A special thanks to Professor Rahim 
Mahmoudvand from Bu-Ali Sina University and the local organizing committee, Including 
Fatemeh Moameri, Mahlagha Moameri and Zahra Seifi, for running this two-day workshop. 
 
The purpose of this event was to inform the members of the statistical community about 
the quality of the employing statistical tools in various researches on the one hand and to 
show the consequences of misuse of the statistical tools on the other hand. Accordingly, the 
following results were considered by the organizers: 

• Display the consequences of misuse of statistics; 
• Find errors in data analysis methods; 
• Learn how to evaluate a statistical study; 
• Promoting critical thinking among researchers 

 
This workshop was divided into two parts: (1) educational part and (2) competition. The 
organizing committee booked the webinar in GoToWebinar system for registration and 
during a short period more than 130 people registered. The webinar was a great success 
with about 100 participants. 

Part 1 - Educational lectures: The webinar was divided into two sections: the first in Farsi 
and the second section started in English. The following is the lust of the talks in this section: 

• Common Errors in Data Collection (by Professor Mohammad Reza Faghihi) 
• Common Errors in using Descriptive Statistics tools (by Professor Rahim Mahmoudvand) 
• Common Errors in Testing Hypothesis (by Professor Mohammad Reza Faghihi) 
• Common Errors in Statistical Modeling and Interpretation (by Professor Rahim 

Mahmoudvand) 
• Errors and Blunders (by Professor David Banks) 
• Communicating Statistics, Statisticians react to the news, the ISI Blog (by Professor Paulo 

Rodrigues) 
• Running ML models; Things to Consider (by Professor Babak Zafari) 



Part 2 - Competition: The purpose of the competition was to present further examples for 
the participants in the workshop and help them to explore mistakes using the points they 
learnt in the workshop. Five categories were considered in this event. Each category 
provided 8 peer reviewed papers and teams were allowed to choose only one topic among 
the following five categories: basic sciences, humanity, agricultural science, medical 
sciences, and others.  

Teams were evaluated based on the quality of the submitted report, their oral presentation, 
and answering questions were the criteria. The following is the list of final winners: 

Place Team’s title Members Topic 

First Gargoyles • Fatemeh Ahmadi Harchegani, 
• Sima Najafzadeh Khoee 

Metabolism 

Second Stat_97 • Yeganeh Sharifinejad Tehrani Ophthalmology 

Third Adler • Amir Hossein Aminimanesh 
• Vaneh Azaryan 

Literature 

 

 
Winners of the competition 

 

The event helped to support collaboration within and between statistical community as well 
as encourage multi-disciplinary and multi-sectoral linkages. You can see video of the 
webinar here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/3955306585241719054. 

 
Sincerely, 

Rahim Mahmoudvand 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/3955306585241719054


 
Message from ASMBI Editor-in-chief, Fabrizio Ruggeri: 

 
 
There is a lot to tell about ASMBI since the latest newsletter and I start from the very 
successful ISBIS conference in Napoli (Italy), where we were able to meet after a long time. 
We had the opportunity to organize an ASMBI session again: Gianpaolo Pulcini (from the 
Italian National Research Council in Napoli) presented his joint work with Massimiliano 
Giorgio on “A Bounded Transformation of the Gamma Degradation Process”. Refik Soyer 
and I were the discussants of the talk, which will lead to a discussion paper to be published 
in the journal. It is now time to start thinking about the next ASMBI session at the ISI World 
Statistics Congress, which will be held in July 2023 in Ottawa (Canada). If you have 
suggestions on topics and/or speakers please let me know. 
 
In the next weeks, the fifth (out of 6) issue of 2023 will be available and the major feature is 
the special issue on Data Science in Process Industries, based on the 2021 ENBIS Spring 
conference. The Guest Editors were Marco S. Reis and  Nikolaus Haselgruber, whom I very 
grateful for the excellent work they have done. The papers in the special issue are: 

• Foreword, by Reis and Haselgruber 
• Self-Supervised Cross Validation using Data Generation Structure, by Kenett, Gotwalt, 

Freeman and Deng 
• Spatial correction of low-cost sensors observations for fusion of air quality 

measurements, by Poggi, Bobbia and Portier 



• A Bayesian Data Modelling Framework for Chemical Processes using Adaptive 
Sequential Design with Gaussian Process Regression, by Fleming, Emerson, Stitt, 
Zhang and Coleman 

• Separable spatio-temporal kriging for fast virtual sensing, by Lambardi di San Miniato, 
Bellio, Grassetti and Vidoni 

• Designing acceptance single sampling plans: an optimization-based approach under 
generalized beta distribution, by Facchinetti, Osmetti and Magagnoli 

• Quick-Switch Inspection Scheme Based on the Overall Process Capability Index for 
Modern Industrial Web-based Processing Environment, by Shu, Wang and Hsu 

• Neural network-based control charting for multiple stream processes with an 
application to HVAC systems in passenger railway vehicles, by Sposito, Lepore and 
Palumbo 

• Non-parametric local capability indices for industrial planar manufacts: an application 
to the etching phase in the microelectronic industry, by Borgoni, Farace and Zappa 

• Defective Products Management in a Furniture Production Company: A Data Mining 
Approach, by Ersöz F., Ersöz T. and Güven 

 
The cooperation with ENBIS continues with the current call for papers on Degradation and 
Maintenance, Modelling and Analysis, with Inma T. Castro and Laurent Doyen as Guest 
Editors. The special issue stems from the 2022 ENBIS Spring Conference but it is open to 
contributions by everyone. The deadline for paper submission is November, 30th, 2022, the 
same date as three other special issues on: 

• Probabilistic and Statistical Methods in Commodity Risk Management, with Fabio 
Antonelli, Roy Cerqueti, Alessandro Ramponi and Sergio Scarlatti as Guest Editors 

• Statistics of Autonomous Vehicles, with David Banks and Feng Guo as Guest Editors 
• 2022 Quality and Productivity Research Conference, with Emmanuel Yashchin as 

Editor 
 
A new special issue has been added in the last week. It is about Energy Finance and Climate 
Change, with Roberto Baviera, Carlo Sgarra, Tiziano Vargiolu and Rituparna Sen as Guest 
Editors. The deadline is June, 30th, 2023. 
 



We have also some discussion papers in different status. We are receiving invited 
commentaries about the following accepted papers: 

• An Overview of Some Classical Models and Discussion of the Signature-based Models of 
Preventive Maintenance, by Majid Asadi, Narayanaswamy Balakrishnan and Marzieh 
Hashemi 

• Multivariate Dynamic Modeling for Bayesian Forecasting of Business Revenue, by Anna K. 
Yanchenko, Graham Tierney, Joseph Lawson, Christoph Hellmayr, Andrew Cron & Mike West 

 
while the following papers are still under review: 

• Exploring Financial Networks Using Quantile Regression and Granger Causality, by Sumanta 
Basu, Kara Karpman, Samriddha Lahiry and Diganta Mukherjee 

• Statistical Challenges in Automated Driving Systems, by Roy Naveiro, William N. Caballero 
and David Rios Insua 

 
We also have some papers submitted to the Practitioner’s Corner. One will be published 
soon: 

• A graphical alternative for multiple group comparisons in analysis of covariance, by Kalanka 
P. Jayalath and Hon Keung Tony Ng 

 
I would like to conclude the list with the one opening the current (fourth) issue of 2022. It is 

• Gambits: Theory and evidence, by Shiva Maharaj, Nick Polson and Christian Turk 
It is an open access paper, like others in ASMBI (but all the papers are free to ISBIS 
members). I copy here the start of the abstract: 
“Gambits are central to human decision-making. Our goal is to provide a theory of 
Gambits. A Gambit is a combination of psychological and technical factors designed 
to disrupt predictable play. Chess provides an environment to study gambits and 
behavioral game theory. Our theory is based on the Bellman optimality path for 
sequential decision-making.” 

 
I wish I could have papers from the Data Science in Business and Industry section to mention. 
I invite you to submit to this section (and also to the others!). Papers as well as comments 
are always welcome! 
 

Fabrizio Ruggeri (fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it) 
ASMBI Editor-in-Chief 

mailto:fabrizio@mi.imati.cnr.it


Message from President Elect, Paulo Canas Rodrigues: 
 

 
 
Dear Colleagues and Friends, 
 
Nominations for ISBIS Election 
 
According to the ISBIS Statutes, the process of nominating candidates for the positions in 
the ISBIS Executive Committee and Council should begin in the fall of even-numbered years. 
As Chair of the Nominations Committee, it is my pleasure to invite the membership at large 
to submit nominations for the open positions. The positions available are: President-Elect, 
VP for Scientific Program, VP for Communications, VP for Membership, VP for Y-BIS (all 2-
year terms), and 4 council members (4-year terms). Please send your nominations directly 
to me by e-mail (paulocanas@gmail.com) no later than November 15, 2022. The election 
will take place in May 2023. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best Regards, 

 
Paulo Canas Rodrigues (paulocanas@gmail.com) 
ISBIS President-Elect and Chair of the Nominations Committee 

 

 

mailto:paulocanas@gmail.com
mailto:paulocanas@gmail.com


Message from VP of Membership & Outreach, M Z Anis: 
 

 
 

Dear Colleagues & Friends 
 
I trust you enjoyed reading the latest edition of the ISBIS Newsletter. 
 
You will recall that I had invited you to take part in membership survey which closed on April 
10, 2022; and I must thank all of you who responded to the survey. I am sure you are eager 
to know the survey findings. I shall attempt to present a summary here. 
 
About 21% of the members took part in the survey. Most of the respondents have been 
members for more than 10 years and are likely to not only renew their membership but also 
recommended others to join ISBIS for various reasons. The ISBIS Conference is their favorite 
event. The majority of the respondents are working in a university, have a PhD degree and 
largely based in the US. Interestingly, the ISBIS Newsletter is their most popular source for 
getting news and is read regularly. Respondents appreciated the networking opportunities 
that ISBIS provides and were positive to the idea of establishing regional chapters of ISBIS.  
 
There were some constructive criticisms too. Respondents were not impressed with the 
current ISBIS website and made a strong case for its improvement. The poor social media 
presence of ISBIS was frowned upon. There was also a request for free online courses in 
Machine Learning, Artificial Intelligence and Data Analytics. 



I am happy to inform you that the Executive Committee has decided in principle for an 
overhauling of the present website and we are working on it. Hopefully, a new website will 
be a New Year’s gift to the members. 
 
The ISBIS Conference 2022 on the theme of “Statistics and Data Science in Business and 
Industry” was held at the University of Naples Federico II, Naples, Italy during June 20-21. 
Though the Conference was held in the shadow of the Covid-19 pandemic, it was a 
successful one. 
 
I am also delighted to apprise you that the ISBIS is in the process of joining hands with 
another similar society, namely the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics 
(ENBIS). This will lead to mutual growth of the two societies. A liaison officer is needed.  
 
The ISBIS had supported a Workshop on Common Errors in Statistical Studies in Iran which 
was held recently. The ISBIS has decided to honor the two best students by giving them 
student membership of the ISBIS (i.e y-BIS) free of cost. 
 
On social media, ISBIS can be found at https://twitter.com/isbis_isi and 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/isbis-isi. Our blog can be reached at 
https://blogisbis.wordpress.com/. As I am not social media savvy, I need help in managing 
these accounts. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you about how to improve our society. (You may also reach 
out to our President.) Kindly share your thoughts and I shall try my very best to work with 
you.  
 
Thank you, 
 
M Z Anis (zafar@isical.ac.in) 
Vice President (Membership & Outreach) 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/isbis_isi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/isbis-isi
https://blogisbis.wordpress.com/
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Message from VP of y-BIS, Nathaniel Stevens: 

 
 
Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
In this column, I’d like to update you on several ISBIS initiatives associated with the 64th ISI 
World Statistics Congress and on recent y-BIS events and upcoming y-BIS initiatives. If you 
did not know, the 2023 WSC will be taking place in Ottawa Canada, from July 16-20. More 
details may be found here.  

 

ISBIS @ 2023 WSC 

During the Spring the WSC Scientific Program Committee received many Invited Paper 
Session (IPS) proposals which were reviewed over the Summer. I’m excited to announce 
that there will be 11 invited sessions associated with ISBIS in addition to our Gosset Lecture. 
Thanks to everyone who organized these sessions and to the many speakers who have 
agreed to participate. Additionally, ISBIS will be sponsoring a workshop on Text Analytics 
instructed by Dave Campbell who is both a Professor at Carleton University and also the 
Assistant Director of Data Science Applications at the Bank of Canada. More information on 
this workshop and all of these sessions will be available on the WSC website as it is updated. 

 

ISBIS Satellite to the 2023 WSC: 

Last, but certainly not least, ISBIS will be running a 1.5-day satellite conference on July 13-
14 in advance of the WSC, consisting of both invited and contributed sessions. Brock 
University (in St. Catherines, Canada) is graciously hosting us for this event. Thank you to 
Ejaz Ahmed and Justin Steepe for spearheading the local arrangements. This satellite 

https://www.isi2023.org/conferences/ottawa-2023/
https://www.isi2023.org/conferences/ottawa-2023/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drdavecampbell/


conference is in early planning stages, but updates will become available on the conference 
website (which is currently under construction) as they arise. So, stay tuned for program 
and registration information coming soon. 

 

 

y-BIS @ ISBIS 2022 Conference 

In June of this year the ISBIS 2022 Conference was held in Naples, Italy. At this conference, 
two sessions were organized with a focus on young statisticians. The first, and in 
cooperation with the ENBIS Young Statistician Group, was the session Recent Advances by 
Young Statisticians in Italy. Thanks to Luca Frigau for chairing the session and to Gianluca 
Sposito, Fabio Centofanti, and Arianna Burzacchi for speaking. The second was a session 
organized by Matilde Bini in cooperation with the Young Statisticians Group of the Italian 
Statistical Society called Advances in Statistical Modeling and Process Monitoring. Thanks to 
Fabio Centofanti for chairing the session and to Lorenzo Rimella, Eugenia Strelet, Elisa 
Cabana, and Riccardo Scimone for speaking. Sadly, I was not able to attend the conference 
due to a teaching conflict, but I am told that these sessions were inspired and well-attended. 
Thanks to everyone involved. 

 

 

y-BIS @ 2023 World Statistics Congress 

Looking ahead to next year, the 2023 ISI World Statistic Congress will be held in Ottawa 
Canada, July 16-20. Two y-BIS-sponsored invited sessions have been accepted into the 
program. The first is Recent Advances in Modeling and Analysis of Large High-Dimensional 
Networks which will feature Simon Trimborn (Universtiy of Amsterdam), James Wilson 
(University of San Francisco), Srijan Sengupta (North Caroline State University), and Inez 
Zwetsloot (City University of Hong Kong). The second, organized in cooperation with the 
Statistical Society of Canada’s New Investigator Committee, is Recent Theoretical and 
Methodological Advances in Business, Finance, and Actuarial Science. The session will 
feature Félix Camirand Lemyre (Université de Sherbrooke), Anne MacKay (Université de 
Sherbrooke), and Philippe Gagnon (Université de Montréal). Thanks to everyone who 
helped organize these sessions and to those who have agreed to speak in them. 

 

https://brocku.ca/mathematics-science/isbis-2023/
https://brocku.ca/mathematics-science/isbis-2023/


Although formal planning has not yet begun, I also plan to organize a y-BIS sponsored social 
gathering at the WSC in Ottawa. Details, as they arise, will be communicated directly to the 
y-BIS membership as well as through this newsletter. So, watch for more information about 
this in the coming months. 

 

Get in Touch! 

 

Finally, I would like to hear from you. I invite you to email me with comments and 
suggestions about upcoming and ongoing y-BIS initiatives. It is important to me that y-BIS 
continues to provide helpful content, resources, and experiences for the young statisticians 
of ISBIS. So please, let me know what I can do to ensure this.  

 

See you in Canada in July! 

 
Nathaniel Stevens (nstevens@uwaterloo.ca) 
ISBIS Representative, WSC Scientific Program Committee 
Chair, ISBIS Satellite Conference Scientific Program Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nstevens@uwaterloo.ca


Message from VP of Communication and Newsletter Editor, Babak Zafari: 
 

 
 
Dear ISBIS colleagues,  
 
I would like to thank all of you who stayed connected with us in the past years, especially in 
the last two years, given the difficult times and the disruptions that we all went through. 
  
I would like to thank everyone who attended the ISBIS 2022 conference and other events 
sponsored by ISBIS. This was our first in-person meeting in a few years, and we are happy 
that 86 of you attended this conference. 
 
In my new role as the VP of Communication and the Newsletter Editor, I would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to this issue. 
 
And one final (exciting) update: we are working on redesigning the ISBIS website and giving 
it a new look. Stay tuned! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Babak Zafari (babak.zafari@georgetown.edu) 
VP of Communication & Newsletter Editor 

mailto:babak.zafari@georgetown.edu

